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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response for July 29, 2004. 

After a search and a thorough examination of the present application and 
in light of the prior art made of records, claims 1-20 are allowed. 

Reason for Allowance 

2. The prior art made of records does not teach or fairly suggest the 
combination of elements, as recited in independent claim 1 as argued by the 
applicant's. More specifically, the prior art of records fails to fairly teach the steps 
of 

wherein a node relationship graph (NRG), wherein each node in the NRG 
corresponds to at least one node in the data graph, and wherein each node in 
the NRG includes a computed set of valid sub-node patterns; a pattern testing 
system that determines if the set of target sub-node patterns for a node pattern 
matches the set of valid sub-node patterns for a corresponding NRG node when 
a node is encountered in the data graph. 

The prior art made of records does not teach or fairly suggest the 
combination of elements, as recited in independent claim 9 as argued by the 
applicant's. More specifically, the prior art of records fails to fairly teach the steps 
of 

wherein a system for generating a set of target sub-node patterns for each 
inputted node pattern; a pattern testing system that determines if the target sub- 
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node patterns for a node pattern match the valid sub-node patterns for a 
corresponding node in the NRG when a node is encountered in the data graph. 

The prior art made of records does not teach or fairly suggest the 
combination of elements, as recited in independent claim 14. More specifically, 
the prior art of records fails to fairly teach the steps of 

wherein computing a set of target sub-node patterns for each inputted 
node pattern; testing to determine if the target sub-node patterns for a node 
pattern matches the valid sub-node patterns for a corresponding NRG node 
when a node is encountered in the graph. 

The prior art made of records does not teach or fairly suggest the 
combination of elements, as recited in independent claim 16 as argued by the 
applicant's. More specifically, the prior art of records fails to fairly teach the steps 
of 

wherein means for generating a set of target sub-node patterns for each 
inputted node pattern; means for determining if the target sub-node patterns for a 
node pattern match the valid sub-node patterns for a corresponding node in the 
NRG when a node is encountered in the data graph. 

The dependent claims, being definite, further limiting, and fully enabled by 
the specification and are also allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Mohammad Ali whose telephone number is 
(703) 605-4356. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 
from 7:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (703) 305-9790. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306 for any communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-9600. 
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